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The successive editions became way-marks
of the progress of the nation, and so im-
portant did the book rapidly become that
though its compiler was fast throwing off
the bondage of Anglican spelling, he never
dared to make the book conform  to his
own principles; venturing only to hint in
his preface at the orthographic reform which
he longed to make.    "The spelling," he
says, " of such words as publick, favour,
neighbour, head, prove, phlegm, his, give,
debt, rough, well, instead of the more nat-.
ural and easy method : public, favor, nabor,
hed, proov, flem, hiz, giv, det, ruf, wel, has
the plea of antiquity in its favor; and yet
I am convinced that common sense and con-
venience will sooner or later get the better
of the present absurd practice."

The pictures which came to bring art as
an adjunct in impressing the young mind
were of the order already familiar in the
New England Primer, ingenuous in their
simple straightforwardness and of uncom-
promising faithfulness to nature. The fable
of the Boy that stole Apples, which I have
never been able to trace back of Webster,
but through him has become a part of our